


You will gain in-depth knowledge about  
nature, ecology and wildlife … but that is 
only one aspect of the courses. 

Your experience is also about leaving behind  
frenetic technology-driven lifestyles, to  
commune with nature and tune oneself into 
the ecosystems that sustain us — that give us 
air to breathe, water to drink and beauty for 
peace and inspiration. 

Courses comprise morning and afternoon 
walks and game drives, with potential  
encounters of big game on foot, on their 
terms. Daily lectures, study time and most 
importantly, time to reconnect with nature 
complete your day.
 
Our highly experienced instructors take  
you beyond the rush of the ‘big five’ to  
learn about animal and dangerous game  
behaviour, birds, plant identification,  
insects, astronomy and more. 

Thrilling elements of the courses include  
sleep-outs under the stars, shooting skills,  
animal tracks and tracking, bush survival 
skills night drives and evening camp fires. 
 
Navigation and orientation, situational 
awareness, and wilderness medicine are 
some of the useful life skills learnt on our 
courses. 

Courses are held at our unfenced tented 
bush camps in some of Africa’s premier  
wildlife areas; total immersion in the wild. 

The camps are based in wilderness areas 
which involve private conservation efforts  
and community based employment.

Please see our useful insert showing the  
location of our camps.
  



Professional Field Guide
 One Year

If you want to become a Safari Guide or seek to experience all that a Safari  
Guide will learn and do, enrol on this course for a meaningful and life-changing 
year.  Living and learning at all four of our wilderness camps gives exposure to 
diverse ecological and geographical terrains, wildlife species, climates and more. 
Then build up practical work experience under the mentorship of EcoTraining  
at one of our partner lodges. 

Upon successful completion of this course, you could graduate with: FGASA  
Field Guide Level 1; FGASA Trails Guide Back Up; Firearm Proficiency  
Certificate; Advanced Rifle Handling; Animal Tracks and Tracking; Birding;  
Wilderness Medicine: Level 1 & 2 and Navigation and Orientation.  Endorsed  
by FGASA and accredited by CATHSSETA, there is no other course that offers  
this breadth of wildlife immersion and knowledge.

Field Guide FGASA Level 1 
 55 days

On this shorter FGASA endorsed Safari 
Guide course based at two wilderness  
camps, you will learn about ecology and 
geology, animal, plant and bird  
identification, animal tracking, 4 x 4 
driving skills, animal behaviour, rifle 
handling, basic bush survival skills, 
conducting game drives, and walks, 
astronomy and much more. 

Upon completion of the course, you will 
be capable of conducting game drives 
and interpreting wildlife for safari guests. 
 

Trails Guide 
28 days

This FGASA endorsed course aims to  
develop and practise skills and  
knowledge learnt on the Field Guide 
Level 1 course, however it can be done 
independently of Level 1.  

With the majority of time spent on 
foot, it gives you grounding to conduct 
bush walks in big game country with an 
emphasis on safety and sensitivity to the 
wildlife.

Safari Guide 
28 days

The first of its kind in the  
safari industry, this course is 
for those passionate about 
wildlife and who seek a 
glimpse into the life and 
work of a Safari Guide. The 
knowledge you gain on this 
condensed version of the 
Field Guide Level 1 course, 
will give your safari holidays  
a whole new meaning.

EcoQuest 
1 or 2 week

Explore and absorb the wild!  
Gain insight into Africa’s wild-
life and habitats: ecology;  
animal behaviour; uses of 
plants; bird identification; 
animal tracking; astronomy; 
animal inter-relationships and 
more. A good dose of  
adventure in the form of 
sleep-outs and bush survival 
skills and you will leave the 
course an informed naturalist. 

Animal Tracks and 
Tracking 
1 or 2 week

This fascinating course uses 
the game reserve as the  
classroom. The tracks, signs, 
trails and animals are the  
subject matter you work with. 
We start with track and sign 
interpretation and trailing. 
Then we go onto trailing each 
other and as skills improve, 
we work with animal signs 
and trails to track and find 
game. It is fun, it is hands on, 
it is thrilling.

Wildlife 
Photography  

6 days
This hands-on workshop in 
prime wildlife game reserves 
will give budding  
photographers time and 
opportunity to put what they 
learn into action, under the 
guidance of an experienced 
wildlife photographer.

Birding 
1 week

Birding is possibly the world’s 
most popular nature activity. 
Visitors to the wilderness want 
to do more than spot game. 
This course enables birding 
enthusiasts to identify a great 
many species by sight and 
sound and to also learn about 
their biology and ecology.  

It is a combination of some 
lectures together with hours 
spent out in the field. 

Wilderness Trails 
Skills Course

6 days
Treat your soul with this purist 
wilderness trail -— sleep wild 
under the stars, track and 
stalk game, and travel light 
with minimal supplies. It is 
more about the depth of  
experience than the distance 
as you learn to make a fire, 
find water from natural  
sources and leave a light  
footprint behind you.



�� The first formal field guide trainers in Africa, training since 1993. 
�� Courses are run from 5 wilderness camps in 3 African countries.
�� Access to over 100 000 ha of biodiverse wilderness, including  

24 000 ha in the Kruger National Park.
�� Dedicated to and focused on safari guide training exclusively. 
�� Specialist, highly experienced instructors raise the standard of  

nature guiding. 
�� Personal attention to every student — 10 students per instructor. 

�� Quality above quantity — enough time for thorough training to pass 
FGASA exams. 

�� Training of people living near the conservation areas of many 
African countries,* 
ultimately providing them with job opportunities. 

�� Training conducted for prominent tour operators and private game 
lodges in southern Africa.** 




