
IN THE STEPS OF SAINT PAUL -
MALTA PILGRIMAGE TOURS

“…And later we learned that the 

island was called Malta.

And the people who lived there 

showed us great kindness,

and they made a fire and called 
us all to warm ourselves... "



St. Paul in Malta
Christianity has almost 2000 years of history in Malta.
According to tradition, it was brought to the Islands by none
other than the Apostle Paul himself in around A.D. 60.

Paul was being taken to Rome to be tried as a political rebel,
but the ship carrying him and some 274 others was caught in a
violent storm only to be wrecked two weeks later on the
Maltese coast. All aboard swam safely to land.

The site of the wreck is traditionally known as St. Paul's Island,
and is marked by a statue commemorating the event.

The welcome given to the survivors is described in
the Acts of the Apostles (XXVIII)by St. Luke:

"And later we learned that the island was called Malta.
And the people who lived there showed us great 
kindness,
and they made a fire and called us all to warm 
ourselves...“

As the fire was lit, Paul was bitten by a poisonous 
snake but he suffered no ill effects. The islanders took 
this as a sign that he was a special man. This scene is 
depicted in many religious works of art on the Islands.

Church of St. Paul’s Bonfire – St. Paul’s Bay

St. Paul’s Grotto – Rabat

According to tradition, the Apostle took refuge in a cave, now known as St. Paul's Grotto in
Rabat, Malta.

During his winter stay, he was invited to the house of Publius, the Romans' chief man on the
Islands. It was here, according to tradition, that Paul cured Publius' father of a serious fever.
Publius is then said to have converted to Christianity and was made the first Bishop of Malta.
The Cathedral of Mdina is said to stand on the site of Publius' house.

Pope John Paul II at St. 
Paul’s Grotto in 2010

The Feast of St. Paul’s Shipwreck is celebrated annually on the
10th February, making it the first major feast day and National
Holiday. As is traditional with most local celebrations the day
is a time for family gatherings and observed by religious
ceremonies and processions, the main focus of which will be
at the Church of St. Paul Shipwreck in Valletta.



DAY 1: Arriving at Malta Airport – Transfer from Airport to Hotel 

DAY 2: VALLETTA - SLIEMA - SENGLEA - COSPICUA - VITTORIOSA

Departure to Valletta: Passing through Sliema, a coastal town situated on the northeast of Malta. In
Valletta we visit St. John’s Co Cathedral, Upper Barrakka Gardens, Grand Master's Palace (outside),
Church of St. Paul’s Shipwreck that holds the relics of the Holy Saint. Free time. Visiting three cities:
Senglea, Cospicua and Vittoriosa.

DAY 3: GOZO

Ferry crossing to the island of Gozo: Ta’ Pinu Sanctuary, Dwejra, Victoria, the Augustinian convent. Stay 
on the beach. Return by ferry to Malta.

DAY 4: MDINA - MOSTA – DINGLI CLIFFS

Visiting Rabat: St. Paul’s Cave, the chapel of St. Publius, Saint Paul Catacombs, Franciscan Church,
continuing to Mdina: St. Paul’s Cathedral, Museum, walk through the streets of the city. Transfer to
Mosta: church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Trip to the highest point of Malta, Dingli
Cliffs



DAY 5: MARSAXLOKK - HAGAR QIM - SAN ANTON GARDENS

DAY 6: ST. PAUL’S ISLANDS AND COMINO CRUISE

Cruise to Comino and the island of Saint Paul (depending on the weather conditions)

Transfer to Marsaxlokk, fishing village. Hagar Qim - the remains of megalithic temples. San Anton
Botanical Gardens.

Visit the Shrine of Our Lady of Mellieha. Transfer to Popeye Village. A cruise around the Grand Harbour.

DAY 8: Transfer Hotel to Airport

DAY 7 MELLIEHA - POPEYE VILLAGE - HARBOUR CRUISE 

End of Tour.



Tours can be tailor made to the client’s needs.
Mass can be booked at several churches, provided that there is a priest with the Group.

We also offer the following services:

Hotel Transfers, Full/Half Day Tours, Point to Point Transfers, Cruise Liner Tours.
Book the services of a fully licensed tour guides.
Entrance tickets to museums and other places of interest.
Book cruises.
Book restaurants for lunch during the full day tours and restaurants for dinner or for a traditional 
Maltese evening.
Book Yacht Charters and Packages.
Tickets for the Gozo ferry.
Hiring of the Digital Tour Guide System.
We can provide cold water on board of our Coaches.
We can also make hotel reservations on your behalf.

ALL ORGANIZED TOURS & EXCURSIONS have to be accompanied by a Malta Tourism Authority (MTA) 
Licensed Guide - as requested by the Maltese Law - LN409.06 Articles 19 & 23.

Zarb Coaches Ltd - Sharing Holidays

Zarb Garage, Gharghur Road, Iklin.  IKL 2901. Malta

Tel: 21489991/2/3           E-mail: sales@zarbcoaches.com

If you are interested in any of our services contact us for our latest rates

www.zarbcoaches.com www.maltaairporttransfers.com www.sharingholidays.com


