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Bulgaria joins the EU in 2007 which makes the country one of the last members
of the Union. The country still has kept a low profile on the tourist map of
Europe and therefore one of the best preserved hidden corners of Eastern
Europe. The capital city Sofia has a beautiful city centre whose many late 19th
and early 20th century buildings have recently been restored with the help of
EC projects. In some areas this Neo-Classical and Secession architecture sits
side by side with the monolithic constructions from the Communist period.
There are also many glossy new buildings, particularly office centres, and some
have made real efforts to integrate their modern brass and glass outlook with
the original facades of the buildings. The municipality has been busy over the
past few years and has upgraded the old roads and revived most of the parks
and gardens.

Outside of the centre most of the city’s 1.5 million inhabitants live in concrete
socialist housing complexes but beyond these, the city is surrounded on all
sides by wonderful mountain ranges. The wooded mass of granite, called
Mount Vitosha, whose foothills begin some 10 km from the city centre, is very
much part of the capital and is the source of its pure water and fresh breezes.
Locals go there to picnic, gather wild herbs and berries, and the ascent of its
highest peak has become a traditional annual stamina test for hikers and
mountain bikers. Most of Sofia sights are to be found inside the central area,
luckily, within easy walking distance. One can follow either sides of the Yellow
cobbled road, visit public buildings, squares, churches, archeological sites
dating as far back as 7000 years ago.
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Day 2 half day guided Sofia City Tour
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Folklore Programme & Fire Dancing at Farewell Dinner
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5 Tsarevo Selo Street

1612 Sofia, Bulgaria

office@traveltime.bg
Phone: +359 888 097 027
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